End of Time Study

God's call to urgency

THE FINAL BATTLE

Revelation 16:12-21 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river
Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the
east might be prepared. 13 And | saw three unclean spirits like frogs [come] out
of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the
mouth of the false prophet. 14 For they are the spirits of devils, working
miracles, [which] go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to
gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 15 Behold, | come as
a thief. Blessed [is] he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk
naked, and they see his shame. 16 And he gathered them together into a place
called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 17 And the seventh angel poured out
his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven,
from the throne, saying, It is done. 18 And there were voices, and thunders, and
lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were
upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, [and] so great. 19 And the great city
was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon
came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of
the fierceness of his wrath. 20 And every island fled away, and the mountains
were not found. 21 And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, [every
stone] about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the
plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.

The Apocalypse. Judgment Day. The End of Times. Armageddon.
Through the centuries, the human race has been fascinated with the concept of
Armageddon. The "battle of Armageddon” or just "Armageddon” is a popular
"doomsday" term. While many claim to use it based on the Bible, the use of
"Armageddon” very often ignores what the Bible itself plainly says about it.

The true meaning of Armageddon has been replaced by the secular
concept of humanity destroying itself. The word is now synonymous with nuclear
war, natural disasters, impact from a comet or an asteroid, and any number of
creatively conjured existential threats. The bible doesn’t connect a single one of
these events with Armageddon.

Some Christians hold erroneous beliefs about Armageddon. Many
correctly view Armageddon as the gathering place of the Antichrist and his
armies prior to the Glorious Appearing of Jesus Christ, but they misinterpret the
motive of this gathering. A commonly held belief is that these armies gather
together at or near Armageddon in order to do battle with each other, or to



annihilate the Jewish people. Then, only through the physical intervention of
Jesus Christ is humanity saved from either destroying all life or the Jewish
people. But neither of these motives is correct. The Bible clearly states why
these armies gather together at Armageddon, and once we realize why, it's easy
to see why most Christians find it difficult to believe.

Armageddon is a real place—one that has seen more fighting and
bloodshed than any other spot on earth. During the past 4000 years, at least 34
bloody conflicts have already been fought at the ancient site of Megiddo and
adjacent areas of the Jezreel Valley. Egyptians, Canaanites, Israelites,
Midianites, Amalekites, Philistines, Hasmonaeans, Greeks, Romans, Muslims,
Crusaders, Mamlukes, Mongols, French, Ottomans, British, Australians,
Germans, Arabs and Israelis have all fought and died

Armageddon is the Hebrew name of a geographical location in Israel
known as Megiddo. The word Armageddon means "mount of Megiddo," from
Har Megiddo. It occurs only once in the Bible, in the sixteenth chapter of
Revelation. Megiddo is a hill which overlooks the Jezreel valley the great
battlefield of Palestine. Megiddo was a town belonging to Manasseh, one of the
twelve tribes of Israel. The word Megiddo comes from the Hebrew root gadad
which means "cut off* and slaughter. Megiddo had been originally one of the
royal cities of the Canaanites and was one of those of which the Israelites were
unable for a long time to take possession. It was fully occupied by the Israelites,
rebuilt and fortified under the reign of King Solomon. Napoleon Bonaparte once
called that valley the best battlefield in the world. It is here where, in the last
days, Satan and the Antichrist will gather the world’s rulers for battle. As
previously stated, a common misconception is that they gather together to make
war against each other. But the passage never says this, and further
examination of the context in which this event transpires will make it clear that
this is not their motive. The scriptures are clear when it comes to the purpose of
Armageddon. The human race will gather its armies at Armageddon in order to
do battle with God Almighty:

The Bible teaches that before the Battle of Armageddon that the times will
be so desperate on earth that humanity will turn to anyone to deliver them —
except God. At first the united world armies are reluctant to take on the forces of
God led by the Lamb of God, which is Jesus.

Revelation 6:14-16And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together;
and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 15 And the kings
of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the
mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the
dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 16 And said to the mountains and rocks,
Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from
the wrath of the Lamb:



However, the Antichrist and the Beast will be able to rule the world. God
will have His spokesmen in the Two Witnesses and the 144,000 Jewish
evangelists. Many are saved, but, most are not. They refuse to repent and
continue to worship the beast.

After the seventh vial is poured out, Babylon falls.

Revelation 18:1-3 And after these things | saw another angel come down from
heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 2 And
he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen,
and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a
cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 3 For all nations have drunk of the wine
of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed
fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the
abundance of her delicacies.

Revelation 18:8-9 Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and
mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong [is] the
Lord God who judgeth her. 9 And the kings of the earth, who have committed
fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her,
when they shall see the smoke of her burning,

Revelation 18:17-18 For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And
every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many as
trade by sea, stood afar off, 18 And cried when they saw the smoke of her
burning, saying, What [city is] like unto this great city!

Revelation 18:23-24 And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee;
and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in
thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were
all nations deceived. 24 And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of
saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.

Before Babylon is destroyed, Satan sends out, “spirits of demons,
performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them
together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty...And they gathered
them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon”. The
miracles of Antichrist and his henchmen are enough to convince the world
leaders that Antichrist has the wits and power to defeat God.

Revelation 16:12-16 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river
Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the
east might be prepared. 13 And | saw three unclean spirits like frogs [come] out
of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the
mouth of the false prophet. 14 For they are the spirits of devils, working
miracles, [which] go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to



gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 15 Behold, | come as
a thief. Blessed [is] he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk
naked, and they see his shame. 16 And he gathered them together into a place
called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon."

They are under tremendous pressure. On the one hand the economic,
military, social, physical, and political world is in chaos. On the other hand, they
refuse to turn to God. Thirdly, this charismatic, intellectual, crafty, and powerful
figure cons them into believing he can defeat God with their help. Times are
terrible, and they must act quickly. However, they are led into a horrifying
ambush — the huge trap called the Battle of Armageddon.

While there are preparations and gatherings being conducted on the
earth, there are also arrangements in Heaven. The Marriage Supper is
concluded. The Lamb and the Bride prepare to ride.

Revelation 19:6-10 And | heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as
the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying,
Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and
give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made
herself ready. 8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 9 And he saith
unto me, Write, Blessed [are] they which are called unto the marriage supper of
the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 10 And | fell
at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See [thou do it] not: | am thy
fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God:
for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

Revelation 19:11-14 And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and
he that sat upon him [was] called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth
judge and make war. 12 His eyes [were] as a flame of fire, and on his head
[were] many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he
himself. 13 And he [was] clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is
called The Word of God. 14 And the armies [which were] in heaven followed him
upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.

The gathering at Armageddon is preparation for a war, a war the kings of
the earth are plotting against the one sitting on the horse and his army. Who is
the “one sitting on the horse”? The one sitting on the horse called Faithful and
True is, of course, Jesus Christ, the living Son of God. The eyes as a flame
symbolize the intent and singleness of purpose, to take His rightful place. The
crowns represent the authority. The vesture is dipped in the Blood of the Cross,
by which men are saved. And He is called the Word, or Logos, of God.

John 1:1-5 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were



made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him
was life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shineth in darkness;
and the darkness comprehended it not.

The plains of Armageddon are where a great mass of armies will gather,
not fight. Armageddon is not about a great war between nations. It's about the
nations of the world fighting Christ at His return. This gathering is followed by a
great battle that The Lord will fight with the nations at His return to the Mount of
Olives. There is an Old Testament prophecy that speaks to this very time.

Zechariah 14:3-4 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations,
as when he fought in the day of battle. 4 And his feet shall stand in that day
upon the mount of Olives, which [is] before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount
of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west,
[and there shall be] a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove
toward the north, and half of it toward the south.

Zechariah 14:9 And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall
there be one LORD, and his name one.

Remember what we read earlier about the gathering of the forces under
the Evil One.

Revelation 16:13-14 And | saw three unclean spirits like frogs [come] out of the
mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of
the false prophet.14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, [which]
go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the
battle of that great day of God Almighty.

Three chapters later, we learn more about this gathering as we continue to
read in Revelation Chapter 19:

Revelation 19:15-19 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he
should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he
treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Aimighty God. 16 And he
hath on [his] vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND
LORD OF LORDS. 17 And | saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with
a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and
gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; 18 That ye may eat
the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the
flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all [men, both] free
and bond, both small and great. 19 And | saw the beast, and the kings of the
earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on
the horse, and against his army.



The armies Satan and of the world do not gather to fight each other or to
destroy the Jews (although destruction of the Jews is a primary aim of Satan and
the Antichrist). Rather, the ultimate purpose of Armageddon is to untie the
human race from God’s authority. Psalm 2 describes this futile plan:

Why do the nations rage? Why do the people waste their time with futile
plans? The kings of the earth prepare for battle; the rulers plot together against
the Lord and against His Anointed One

Psalm 2:1-3 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 2
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together,
against the LORD, and against his anointed, [saying], 3 Let us break their bands
asunder, and cast away their cords from us.

Notice who the rulers plot against. They don't plot against each other or
Israel. They plot against “the Lord and His Anointed One.” Who is “His Anointed
One”? Jesus Christ. The armies of the world actually plot against the Prince of
Peace Himself.

In describing the Antichrist, the Book of Daniel confirms this plot:

Daniel 8:9-11 And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed
exceeding great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant
[land]. 10 And it waxed great, [even] to the host of heaven; and it cast down
[some] of the host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them. 11
Yea, he magnified [himself] even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily
[sacrifice] was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down.

Jesus Christ is the Commander of heaven’s armies, and the Antichrist will
have the brazen audacity to challenge Him. This concept is reiterated later in the
same chapter:

Daniel 8:23-25 And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors
are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark
sentences, shall stand up. 24 And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own
power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and
shall destroy the mighty and the holy people. 25 And through his policy also he
shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify [himself] in his
heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince
of princes; but he shall be broken without hand.

This master of intrigue, the Antichrist, will take on the Prince of princes in
battle. Like the Tower of Babel generation, his arrogance will extend all the way
into the heavens, where he will attempt to usurp the glory and authority of God
Himself. Note that the last verse of this passage states that the power of the



Antichrist will not be broken by humans. No one will be able to make war against
him. At least no human will be able to make war against him. When the
Antichrist engages the Lord Jesus Christ in battle, he will be utterly destroyed. |
believe that Jesus will destroy the armies of Satan with the Two edged sword
described earlier.

Revelation 19:15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he
should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he
treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

The end result of Armageddon is described in the Book of Revelation
describes their total destruction at the hands of Jesus Christ, with a valley of
dead bodies laid out as a feast for the birds of the world. The beast and the false
prophet are captured, and both are thrown into the lake of fire where they will
experience everlasting torment.

Revelation 19:17-21 And | saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a
loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and
gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; 18 That ye may eat
the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the
flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all [men, both] free
and bond, both small and great. 19 And | saw the beast, and the kings of the
earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on
the horse, and against his army. 20 And the beast was taken, and with him the
false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that
had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These
both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the
remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which
[sword] proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their
flesh.

| believe that Jesus in all His Glory will look at the vast armies of Satan
and with the voice that spoke the world into existence, He will say, “Drop Dead.”
And it will be over.

Thus begins the new world called the Millennial Reign, that lasts 1,000
years. The victory of Christ during the campaign of Armageddon will usher in the
Millennial Kingdom, a time of unprecedented peace and tranquility on earth with
God dwelling among men. Jesus Christ Himself will rule the nations, and those
who have placed their trust in Him will experience all the blessings God has
reserved for them.

Revelation 20:1-4 And | saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of
the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.2 And he laid hold on the dragon,
that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,
3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him,



that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be
fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. 4 And | saw thrones,
and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and [l saw] the
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of
God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had
received [his] mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and
reigned with Christ a thousand years.

Armageddon is a reminder of what the human race is like without Christ.
Burdened by our sinful nature, God gave the free gift of salvation through His
Son Jesus Christ. All we have to do is accept this gift. But those who reject it
will become slaves to sin, and their degeneracy will one day culminate in outright
physical rebellion against God Himself.

Armageddon isn’t about asteroids or comets. It's not about nuclear
annihilation or war between nations. It's about mankind’s fruitless rebellion
against God. In a pop culture which has managed to skew and blur the truth
about Armageddon, Christians have a prime opportunity to set the record
straight. So the next time someone you know mentions Armageddon, ask them
what they mean. If it's not in line with what the bible says, take the time to share
the scriptural account with them. But more importantly, tell them about the
wonderful gift of Jesus Christ.

The time is short and the Gospel is urgent.



